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and kept as many as forty or fifty men and boys *. At other
times they were employed by the clothier himself under his
own roof2. Deloney's account of Jack of Newbury re-
presents the establishment of the great clothier as housing
shearmen, rowers, fullers and dyers 3; and in Yorkshire the
merchant, who bought the cloth in an unfinished state from
the clothier, often assumed direct responsibility for the final
processes of the manufacture 4. This attempt of the clothiers
and merchants to seize into their hands all the branches of
the cloth manufacture was strenuously resisted by the
master shearmen and dyers. There was a dispute at
Reading in 1589 between the clothiers and dyers, in which
the Government was forced to intervene 5; and the cloth-
dressers of Leeds complained to Parliament in 1725 that
several merchants and clothiers had " assumed to them-
selves the trade and business of a cloth-dresser " 6. At the
end of the eighteenth century the West Riding was said to
contain about five hundred master dressers, and between
five and six thousand journeymen and apprentices 7, The
earnings of the workmen varied considerably : in 1739 they
were estimated at eight to twelve shillings, but they appear
to have risen greatly in the latter half of the century 8.
idealized        The domestic system of industry is often painted in
o/f/rr      vivid colours9.    It is attractive, no doubt, to contemplate
domestic    the artisan working in his own home, in the midst of his
sysem'     family, a free agent, not subject to the discipline of the
factory bell, but at liberty to work or to play as the inclina-
tion seized him10.   The realities of industrial life did not,
1 Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 125, 181, 212 ; (1806), hi. 297, 300.
1 The Gentleman's Magazine, ix. 205.
*  Lipson, The History of the Woollen and Worsted Industries, 47.
*  Infra, p. 88.                               5 Supra, vol. i. 484.
*  House of Commons Journals, xx. 423-424.
7  Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 289.
8  The Gentleman's Magazine, ix. 205 (1739).    They were 143. to 153
in the West Country, according to Propositions for Improving the Manufac-
tures . . . of Great Britain (1763), 31.    See also Young, Tour through the
North (ed. 177*)* i- *35. 138 ; iii. 134.
*  For an idealized picture, see Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery (1836),
12 seq.
10 " We can leave our looms any hour o1 t' day," says a character in
Haslam, The Hand-loom Weaver's Daughter, 31.